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PRESIDENT TRUMP, with House Speaker Paul D. Ryan, visits Capitol Hill to reassure Republicans before 
their vote on the tax reform measure. “I love you,” the president told GOP lawmakers. “Go vote!” 


Before rampage, shooter 


had neighbors on edge 


Locals had long complained of his threats, gunfire 


By PAIGE ST. JOHN, 
JOSEPH SERNA, 

HAILEY BRANSON-POTTS 
AND RUBEN VIVES 


RANCHO TEHAMA, 
Calif. — The screaming and 
gunfire coming from Kevin 
Neal’s blue mobile home last 
week was so disturbing that 
Jayne Barnes-Vinson called 
the Tehama County Sher- 
iff’s Office to complain. 

“I heard a man and a 
woman screaming, like 
fighting, and the man was 
shooting off rounds like an 
automatic gun. So I was 
scared,” Barnes-Vinson 
said. 

Deputies arrived, she 
said, but told her they could 


RICH PEDRONCELLI Associated Press 


PHIL JOHNSTON, Tehama County assistant sher- 
iff, shows a photo of Kevin Neal, who was ordered to 
surrender his guns months before his deadly assault. 


Franken accused 
of harassment, 
agrees to Inquiry 


Democratic senator 
apologizes for kissing 
and groping a woman. 


By CATHLEEN DECKER 


WASHINGTON — Sen. 
Al Franken apologized 
Thursday after a Los Ange- 
les radio show anchor said 
that he had forcibly kissed 
her and later groped herona 
2006 USO tour, and amid a 
blizzard of criticism said 
that he would “gladly coop- 
erate” with a Senate Ethics 
Committee investigation 
into his actions. 

“I respect women. I don’t 
respect men who don’t,” said 
Franken, a Minnesota De- 
mocrat who joined the Sen- 
ate in 2009 after acareerasa 
comedian. “And the fact that 
my own actions have given 
people a good reason to 


doubt that makes me feel 
ashamed.” 

Leeann Tweeden, a news 
anchor on KABC’s “McIn- 
tyre in the Morning,” said in 
a post on the station’s web- 
site Thursday and in inter- 
views throughout the day 
that Franken had written a 
skit for the USO tour in 
which they kissed, and he 
demanded that they re- 
hearse the scene. 

After Franken aggres- 
sively kissed her, Tweeden 
wrote, “I immediately 
pushed him away with both 
of my hands against his 
chest and told him if he ever 
did that to me again I 
wouldn’t be so nice about it 
the next time.... I felt dis- 
gusted and violated.” 

Tweeden said she found 
out later, from a CD of photo- 
graphs taken of the tour, 
that Franken had groped 
her while she was sleeping 

[See Franken, A11] 
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AL FRANKEN and Leeann Tweeden on a USO tour 
in 2006. She was sleeping on the plane ride from the 
Mideast to the U.S. when the photo was taken. 


not pinpoint the source of 
the gunfire. 

Neal’s penchant for firing 
off guns and threatening 
neighbors was well-known in 
this rural corner of Northern 
California even though he 
was barred from having any 
guns in his possession. 

In February and again in 
March, a local court had or- 
dered him to turn in all of his 
weapons as part of a tempo- 
rary restraining order 
granted to residents in this 
rural area of Northern Cali- 
fornia who claimed Neal was 
harassing them. Court re- 
cords show that neighbors 
continued to complain 
about gunfire and other 
problems with Neal for 

[See Gunman, A13] 
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House passes 
tax package 
as Senate 
faces dissent 


GOP defections come 
from California and 
Northeast lawmakers 
worried about the loss 
of key deductions. 


By Lisa MASCARO 
AND JIM PUZZANGHERA 


WASHINGTON — 
House Republicans ap- 
proved their sweeping tax- 
cut package Thursday, set- 
tingup a showdown with the 
Senate, where Republicans 
are struggling to win sup- 
port for their own signifi- 
cantly different approach. 

Senate GOP leaders, 
after making some revisions 
this week, are facing mount- 
ing dissent and criticism 
that their tax plan favors 


corporations and the 
wealthy. 
An analysis by Congress’ 


bipartisan tax experts on 
Thursday concluded the 
Senate plan would raise 
taxes for some ofthe poorest 
Americans by 2021. 

House Republicans had 
an easier time, passing their 
measure by a vote of 227 to 
205, though 13 Republicans 
voted no. 

Democrats were unified 
against the plan, and the Re- 
publican defections came 
from lawmakers in the 
Northeast and California, 
who were mostly concerned 
about the proposed elimina- 
tion of deductions for state 
and local income taxes and 
the capping of property tax 
deductions at $10,000. The 
write-offs are widely used in 
their high-tax districts. 

Three California Repub- 
licans — Darrell Issa of Vista, 
Tom McClintock of Elk 
Grove and Dana Rohra- 
bacher of Costa Mesa — 
were among those who 

[See Taxes, A16] 


By JAMES F. PELTZ 


Glance at the celebrity gossip in People 
or the swimsuit issue of Sports Illustrated, 
and it’s not likely the billionaire Koch 


brothers come to mind. 


But the two conservative moguls could 
put their stamp on the two marquee publi- 
cations and, more significantly, wi 
trol over the newsweekly Time if a re- 
ported takeover bid comes to fruition. 

Meredith Corp., which publishes Fam- 
ily Circle and Better Homes and Gardens 
among other titles, recently approached 
Time Inc. about a deal, armed with more 
than $500 million in financing from 
Charles and David Koch, according to re- 


ports Thursday. 


The news sent speculation racing 


Marc MARTIN Los Angeles Times 


PUBLISHER Meredith Corp. is reportedly in talks to acquire Time Inc. 


Could ‘Time be Kochs’ 
next big political play? 


Brothers help fund a reported takeover bid 


through political and media circles. 
The brothers have spent millions of 


dollars promoting their assertive brand of 
low-tax, small-government conservatism, 
and the purchase could afford them an 


enormous new megaphone alongside — if 


wield con- TV network. 


magazines. 


not necessarily on a par with — the Rupert 
Murdoch-run Wall Street Journal and Fox 


It was not clear, however, whether the 
Koch brothers would try to put their politi- 
calimprimatur on Time or other Meredith 


“There are many different models,” 
said Bill Kristol, editor at large for the 
Weekly Standard, a conservative maga- 
zine Murdoch once owned. “Are we talking 


about a Koch version of Breitbart” — the 


right-wing advocacy 


[See Koch, A4] 


Next steps 
IN THE SENATE 


Leaders hope to bring the 
tax bill to the Senate floor 
shortly after Thanksgiving. 
It could be significantly 
amended on the floor. 
Several Republican 
lawmakers have said they 
have concerns about 
different parts of the tax 
plan. 


IN THE HOUSE 


If the bill passes the 
Senate, that version would 
need to be reconciled with 
the version passed by the 
House on Thursday unless 
a majority of the House 
was willing to simply 
accept the Senate version. 
Republican leaders hope 
to wrap up work on the tax 
bill by the end of the year. 


State hit 
hard by 


undoing 
of green 
policies 


Despite Sacramento’s 
resistance, Trump’s 
environmental 
rollbacks overwhelm 
legislators and officials. 


By EvAN HALPER 


WASHINGTON — When 
50,000 acre-feet of water 
went gushing out of the Sac- 
ramento River last month, it 
fast became a test of Califor- 
nia’s ability to protect its en- 
vironmental policies froman 
increasingly hostile Trump 
administration. 

The episode proved hum- 
bling. 

Heeding the calls of big 
agriculture interests and 
area congressional Republi- 
cans, the administration 
pumped federally controlled 
water to Central Valley 
farms despite protest from 
the state that the move im- 
periled the endangered 
delta smelt. All California 
could do was temporarily 
shut its own pumps, which 
came at the expense of the 
state’s mostly urban water 
customers. 

It was perceived by some 
in California as the kind of 
big agriculture water grab 
that the state had not seen in 
years. And it flouted a long- 
standing water-manage- 
ment partnership between 
California and Washington. 

“This has never hap- 
pened before,” Doug Obegi, 
an attorney at the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, 
said of the pumping. “It has 
created a huge mess and a 
lot of uncertainty.” 

The incident was ajolting 
reminder of California’s lim- 
ited ability to counteract the 
environmental retreat in 
Washington. Even in the 
state where resistance is the 
mantra, leaders can’t keep 
up with the pace of Trump’s 
environmental rollbacks. 

[See Environment, A8] 
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